newspapers: feijoa, avocado, pompelmous, grapefruit and
limequat. Strange fruits appeared at the fruiterers.
Chemists and technologists investigated about three
thousand plants, and they know exactly how each one can be
utilized, what can be obtained from them. But what about
the others? Even many of those which man cultivates are
still enigmas.
Unexplored tracks wind through Green Land. Those who
follow them may, perhaps, be led to parts that nobody has
even heard of. There is no need to cross the sea for this.
It is like in a fairy tale: the cave containing the treasures
is right close by; but the entrance to it will be revealed only
to the one who knows its secret, who will say: "Open, Sesame!"
Man has dealt mainly with flowering plants, a little
with conifers; but of the lower plants only the mushroom
has been useful to him.
But the word "antibiotics" flew round the world. For
centuries physicians have been vainly seeking quick and
effective remedies for certain very noxious infectious dis-
eases. They have now found these remedies. Antibiotics
destroy many microbes that are mankind's worst enemies.
The discovery of antibiotics ushered in a new epoch in the
field of medicine.
The most well-known of the antibiotics is penicillin,
which is obtained from mould. Who would have thought that
this unpleasant concomitant of dampness can be of such great
service to man? Other antibiotics have been discovered in
bacteria, in actinomycete fungi, from which streptomicin,
for example, is extracted. In a matter of ten years we
learned about a multitude of unexpected friends of man.
Bacteria which destroy pyogenic microbes are called bacillus
prigrotus, "magic wands." During the war they were used in
army hospitals, and wounds quickly healed, inflammation of